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17.08.01 PURPOSE

To provide operational guideline
Checkpoints.

17.08.02 AUTHORITY
Section 321.05, Florida Statutes

17.08.03 POLICY

It is the policy of the Florida Hig
public highways and to provide a deterr
Statutes. Although other law enforceme
the purpose of a checkpoint is deterreng
influence. The intent of a_chetKpeiht is ta
and arrest and to affeet®a greater public aWwe
checkpoint.

ay Patrol
for those

promote safety for motorists using the
o violate laws contained in the Florida
ay realize a greater number of arrests,
ain offenses such as driving under the
the meoige .. perceived risk of detection
em Which is targeted by the

Any precedure used
Comprehensivg Roadside Safe
considerations fand pfiorities:

ifol members &in conducting

A. Enkhancement of member and motorist safety.
B. Avoidanee of undue=iaconvenience to the publie
C. The deterrent effe ed.by the roadside*safety check.

Driver license inspection, registration inspection, vehicle equipment inspection
and motorist insurance inspections conducted during daylight hours will be conducted
in accordance with Chapter 17.07 of this manual.

17.08.04 OBJECTIVES

To provide guidelines for the use of Comprehensive Roadside Safety Checkpoints as
part of a continuing, systematic and assertive enforcement program to identify persons who are
operating a motor vehicle with defective equipment, without a valid drivers license or permit,
without a proper vehicle registration, without proper insurance or while under the influence of
alcohol or drugs.

www.DUITampaBay.com
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17.08.05

A.

17.08.06

A.

www.DUITampaBay.com
RESPONSIBILITIES

Troop Commanders will be responsible for:

1. Approving all Comprehensive Roadside Safety Checkpoint operational
plans.
2. Ensuring that local state attorneys and chief administrative judges are

periodically consulted regarding the planned operations to identify any
legally mandated requirements for conducting Comprehensive Roadside
Safety Checkpoints and the prosecution of cases arising from the
checkpoints.

District Commanders will be responsible for designating a supervisor to serve as

e media is notified of the checkpoint.

1. The Troop Public JAffairs Officar Will collect and maintain a file of media

nated with other participating agencies.

3 Roadside Safety
ments as follows:

a. The freque ) iolations or traffic crashes shall be a
primary conS|derat|on in determining the general location of the
checkpoint.

b. Adequate safety and visibility to oncoming motorists.

C. Ample room for police and subject vehicles.

d. Availability of a secondary screening area.

e. Freedom from business and residential driveways, alleys and
intersecting streets or highways that may be impacted by the
operation.

f. Vindéhoadnall drid Fa{RiAgHEs GAUOM be well-drained.
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B. THE OPERATIONAL PLA
1.

g. VMXXOP HL%%\%LB%Q%XS QerFQ highway.

h. Adequate advance warning signs and sufficient lighting to ensure
motorist and member safety.

i. Comprehensive Roadside Safety Checkpoints are prohibited from
being conducted on limited access facilities.

FCIC and the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles
Information System Administrator should be contacted to ensure that no
anticipated computer down time is scheduled to occur during the
checkpoint.

Notify the appropriate Regional Communications Center of the
Comprehensive Roadsi afety Checkpoint and request a dedicated
talk-group, if necess

The operational pla
Commander no less than

completed and submitted to the Troop
Q.days prior to the start of the Comprehensive
he operational plan will contain at a
minimum the following dum 17.08-1):

Contingency Plan.

Scheduling Date.

ort/Critique.

k. Approval/Disapproval Section with a space for the Troop
Commander’s signature.

Each operational plan for a Comprehensive Roadside Safety Checkpoint
will specify the techniques to be used (i.e., driver license inspection,
registration inspection, vehicle equipment inspection, sobriety inspection,
motorist insurance inspection or a combination thereof.) The purpose and
procedures of the safety check will be uniformly applied during the
operation.

Assigned members do not have the authority to change the operational
plan. Member discretion will not be used in adjusting the plan with the

www.DUITampaBay.com
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excepm\{)\(\{hp sLanL;E%mgtge%b?Qm will document the reason(s)

for any adjustments.

GENERAL COMPREHENSIVE ROADSIDE  SAFETY  CHECKPOINT
PROCEDURES

1. Close cooperation between checkpoint personnel and the local
communications center shall be provided to assure rapid reply in those
cases where an inquiry is considered necessary.

2. The selection of vehicles to be stopped (i.e: every vehicle, every fifth,
tenth or fifteenth vehicle) will be prescribed and uniformly applied during
the operation.

3. The detail supervisor wi
suspect that may reg
316.1932, Florida S

ensure that proper assistance is available to any

4. A driver's effort to a
of a vehicle. Probable®ca
other traffic related viglatie

se*Or reasonable suspicion of criminal activity or
must occur in order to warrant the stopping of

a vehicle.

5 The detail supervisorand all other personnel and equipment will be in the
proper place andfready to pr@ceed before the first subject vehicle is
stopped.

TRAFFIC DIRECTION

3. Uniformed micles will be in sufficient quantity and
visibility to show the presence of legal authority.

PRESENCE OF SUPERVISION

A detail supervisor will be designated by the Troop Commander and will be present
on the scene to oversee operations. Should it be necessary for the detail
supervisor to leave the scene, another supervisor will be designated by the detail
supervisor.

PUBLIC RELATIONS

It is important for members conducting the checkpoint to be extremely courteous to
motorists to minimize any inconvenience or displeasure that they may experience

from this operatiopyy. DU I TampaBay.com
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INsPECTIONFHORERUAES @mpaBay.com

The checking procedure will be thorough but with a minimum delay to motorists:

1.

Unless the driver’s license check is a designated part of the safety check
procedure, members are not to request to see a driver's license. However,
if the driver offers the license to a member it may be reviewed. A driver's
license that appears valid on its face will be considered as prima facie proof
that the driver is in compliance with the Florida driver licensing laws.

If the driver is also the owner or registrant of the vehicle, as shown by a
comparison of the vehicle registration certificate with the operator's license,
the member may require the driver to display proof-of-insurance which shall
include a uniform proof-of-insurance card, a valid insurance policy,
insurance policy binder=er_ a certificate of insurance (proof-of-self

insurance).
@ ’

1
e Department driver's license files will not be
reasonable grounds to believe that a
itted.

License plates will b 0 determine whether they are current.

A check of FCIC/NCI
made unless the
violation has been @i

least rease
will be dire

If the member has
of the law, the dri
appropriate enforge
proof of insurance

able suspicion that a driver is in violation

e authority afforded by the statutes will be
per detects a violation or acquires
peen“epmmitted or observes
‘enfarcementaction will be taken.

and loak forfany other signs

The,member or an assisting member should observe the vehicle for any
equipment violations.

Traffic*shall not be allowed to accumulate.«itraffic congestion occurs and
a significant delay*to~motori esults, vehicles should be allowed to
proceed through without checklng until the congestion is cleared. All traffic
congestion which results in allowing vehicles to proceed without checking,
shall be documented in the roadside safety check After Action Report.

ASSISTANCE BY OTHER AGENCIES

Prior to the implementation of a Comprehensive Roadside Safety Checkpoint, the
Troop Commander or his designee should notify appropriate local law enforcement
agencies of the planned operation and invite them to participate. Only local
agencies having jurisdiction or a Mutual aid agreement that provides its officers
with jurisdiction at the checkpoint location should be invited to participate.

www.DUITampaBay.com
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Any local IaW%fQMLT%&Q‘Q@%@V&sQQ to assist the FHP in a

Comprehensive Roadside Safety Checkpoint will be required to adhere to this
policy.

POST-DETAIL REQUIREMENTS

At the conclusion of the detail, the command officer will complete a
Comprehensive Roadside Safety Check After Action Report, and submit it through
the chain of command to the Deputy Director of Patrol Operations for review.

www.DUITampaBay.com
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www.DUITampaBay.com
DIVISION OF FLORIDA HIGHWAY PATROL

ROADSIDE SAFETY CHECKPOINT
OPERATIONAL PLAN
FORMAT AND PROCEDURES

PURPOSE:

The Division of Florida Highway ﬁ“h P) is committed to promoting safety for
motorists using the public highways and ta }_ rovidesaideterrent for those who violate laws which
1 ISive Roadside Safety Checkpoints may be
610, "

used to enforce Sections 316.215(1) and 3 'w 58 2ty of vehicle; inspection," 316.193, Florida

"Motor Vehicle Licenses" and 322, Florida#S ivers' Licenses."

OBJECTIVES:

operational plan i identi oifl thedtal quickiyea ' otorists as they
approach a safe [ topping €8 [ afe location to
perform a safet 1 [ ) Sists pairment and

owner/operatorir

location, where further investigation may continue.

Finally, this plan will specify the appropriate action for traffic violators, such as:
* release (with or without a citation)

* arrest

ADDENDUM 17.08 - 1
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www.DUITampaBay.com

OPERATION:

Date: , Public Affairs Officer, has notified media of a
planned "Comprehensive Roadside Safety Checkpoint” to show law
enforcement will be out in force. (Exact time and location of
checkpoint will not be given.)

Date/Time: Detail members report to classroom (specify location and who will
conduct the briefing) for briefing.

Date/Time: tify) will be assigned to coordinate with the
Florida Depa ATransportation or appropriate county or
municipal d he placing of adequate lighting and traffic
control devi g@"site should be recorded on video film for

completion of the operation. This same
@=he responsible for securing the detail when
concluded.

Date/Time: Represents prida Department of Transportation or
appropriatel J" ipal department arrive at the designated
briefing site ﬁ. d are esgorted to checkpoint location by (name here)

Date/Time: the designated
@peration.

Date/Time:

Date/Time: Roadblock begins.

Date/Time: Roadblock concludes and all members return to designated briefing

site for debriefing by

ADDENDUM 17.08 - 1
www.DUITampaBay.com
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ASSIGNMENTS: www.DUITampaBay.com

Command Officer:

Name:

Roadblock Supervisors:
Staging Area:

Name:

Alternate Name:

Checkpoint:

Name:

Alternate Name:

Checkpoint Line Officers:

(Direction) (Direction)

Vehicle Inventory

Name:

Name:

Data Collection Officer(s):

Name:

Name:

ADDENDUM 17.08 - 1
www.DUITampaBay.com
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Transportation Booking Of}ll\c/:\eNW DUITampaBay com

Name:

Name:

Name:

Observation Post Officers:

Name:

Name:

Name:

Staging Area Security Officer:

Name:

Name:

JOB DESCRIPTIONS:

Command Officer:

Checkpoint Line Officers (CLO) - CLOs will be responsible for stopping all vehicles at
the designated "stop area," checking for signs of intoxication and other traffic violations.

Unless the driver’'s license check is a designated part of the safety check procedure,
members are not to request to see a driver's license. However, if the driver offers the
license to a member it may be reviewed. During this initial contact, a driver license that
appears to be valid on its face will be considered as such and no computer check will be
made.

ADDENDUM 17.08 - 1
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The following introduytYo\N Wd%hgxlgmlgrﬁeﬁt%%&mmven to each motorist by the

CLO:

"Good afternoon [evening], | am Trooper of the
Florida Highway Patrol. This is a sobriety checkpoint

The CLO may take enforcement action on any violation of law which he may personally
observe. If an impaired driver is detected, the line member will be responsible for the
arrest procedures (i.e. video and report).

When a violation is detected, the line member will direct the suspect's vehicle to the
staging area and notify the communications center of the stop. Further investigation
consisting of the standardized processing requirements for the appropriate offense shall
be conducted at the staging area. In the _case of a DUl suspect, when probable cause
exists to believe that the driver has m; d the offense of DUI, the driver will not be

allowed to continue operating the '!' cle. q"\- driver will be secured and processed in
accordance with Florida law and lod .- M procedure

s for DUI offenders.
Vehicle Inventory & Tow Officer (VIO):

The VIO will be responsible for sg
that a proper inventory is complete
VIO is also responsible for placi
arrest package.

d person’s vehicles. The VIO will ensure
le is towed from the staging area. The
ith any arrested person's property and

Intoxilyzer Operator:

The DC@ she [ i i whi€h pass through
the chegckpoint, the n ) ‘ of delay, and
violations co ing , iNngs eht notices.

Observation Post Officer (OPO):

These members will be stationed in marked cars with blue light activated prior to the
entrance of the checkpoint. The OPO will act as an additional safeguard for the security
and safety of the Comprehensive Roadside Safety Checkpoints by increasing the
awareness of motorists approaching the checkpoint. The OPO members will stop only
those persons who commit a violation while attempting to avoid the safety check. If the
OPO has probable cause to

www. SOFampaB4ay.com
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believe that a violatim bgplynﬁm%ﬁﬁgsggmgal U-turn, or a reasonable

suspicion of criminal activity, such as driving under the influence, the OPO may stop a
vehicle. A driver's efforts to avoid the checkpoint alone are not sufficient to justify the
stopping of a vehicle unless other acts are present which support probable cause or
reasonable suspicion of criminal activity. However, the OPO may pursue and stop drivers
who fail to stop for a member on the line.

Staging Area Security Officer (SASO):
The SASO is responsible for searching all arrested persons for weapons and to provide
back-up to any member who may experience an unruly prisoner. The SASO is also

responsible for the smooth and safe operation of the "staging area."

The SASO will be responsible for handcuffing all persons immediately after arrest and will
be sure to have on hand as many flecuffs:as

At no time will this member leave the! @fea unless relieved by an alternate SASO.
EQUIPMENT:
Mobile Command (BATMQ
Quartz flood lights and gene
Marked patrol units

Video camera

MANPOWER:

(Specify all assigned m
____Troopers
____Additional Uniformed Officers (other agencies or FHPA)

Supervisors

www. SO ampaBay.com
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CONTINGENCY PLAN: WWW'DUITampaBay'Com

The operational plan should include a contingency plan for situations that may alter the
checkpoint operation, for example; should traffic not be adequate for an effective operation on a

multi-laned roadway, the checkpoint will be reduced to one lane in either direction, and four (4)
members will resume patrol duties concentrating on DUI enforcement.

ALTERNATE SCHEDULING DATE:

In case of inclement weather the checkpoint will be held on

AFTER ACTION REPORT/CRITIQUE:

Upon conclusion of the roadside safety.check, a written report will be forwarded to the
Deputy Director of Patrol Operations con i,*, "stics, an evaluation of the operation and
recommendations for future operations. AS & the following information will be gathered
during the checkpoint operation:

Date/Location of checkpoint.

Checkpoint evaluation.

Recommendation(s) regarding fut

Note: The operational plan and all related documents shall be filed in a checkpoint notebook and
retained for four years from date of the operation. The notebook shall be identified by troop, date
and location of checkpoint.

ROADSIDE SAFETY CHECKPOINT REVIEW:

[ ] Approved Date: [ ] Disapproved Date:

Troop Commander

www. B0 am [137a0§é1y.com
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www.DUITampaBay.com
DETAIL BRIEFING

All members participating in the Comprehensive Roadside Safety Checkpoints are required to

attend a pre-operation briefing and post-operation briefing. The following verification shall be
implemented to document each of the briefings:

] Pre-operation briefing attendance. | have read the checkpoint operational plan, received a
copy, and understand all portions contained within the plan.

Date: Time: Prepared By:

Sign Name Print Name

] Post-operation briefing attendance. (note: Same roster may be used for the post-

operation briefing. Please note any deviations in the post-operation attendance on this form or in
the post-operation after action report.)

Date: Time: Prepared By:

ADDENDUM 17.08 - 1
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